THE VICTORIANS AND  AFTER
enough to attack the veracity of the Roman Church through Newman himself His extreme, almost neurotic sensibility, combined with a hard core which never flinched, reveal themselves in this astonishing confession, in prose which is swift and sinewy, and carries the reader on m a tremendous surge of intellectual excitement which breaks through into the emotional It is one of the great documents of the century, and stands for all that is best in the Victorian religious mind Newman has affinities with Pascal, and even with Augustine, but he is strongly streaked with English puritamsm It is difficult to assess his influence, which is possiblv stronger outside his community than within it; we are given to understand that he was not always quite sound on certain points of scholastic doctrine The purity of his life and his thought, revealed m the punty of his prose, have always reminded people that a point of view exists that may be very different from their own, but may yet be valid and of equal value with theirs
Huxley, on the other hand, stands foi all that is best m the Victorian agnostic mmd, and he also is streaked with English puritamsm His influence was, and to some extent still is, enormous Himself a scientist of high distinction, after the publication of The Origin of Species he devoted himself largely to maintaining Darwin's doctrine against all comers, and to combating Christian dogma His prose, even if a little over-punctuated, is a model m both the conttoversial and the expository styles, and, thanks to his sense of humour, his tussles with Gladstone and others still make excellent reading* A man of wide knowledge and interests (he wrote on Hume and Berkeley), and of deep human sympathies, he became a great popular figure, standing for the new enlightenment He undoubtedly enjoyed his function of "srmting the Amalek-ite", and the sharp clear weapon of his thought, his sterling honesty, his firm prose, probably did more execution among believers than any other agent. But it is a mistake to think that he represented and defended the "red in tooth and claw" theory as regards society, there is no excuse for this, dommon error, since his views are pellucidly expressed m bs Evolution and Ethws, in the Romanes lecture which gives the
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